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usual place of abode without permission. Even this |($npre-
hensive code failed to satisfy the bigotry of parliament, silM the
Gunpowder Plot, of which the vast majority of Roman camgl^
were entirely innocent, was made the occasion for an increase
in penal legislation.
By the first of two statutes passed in 1606, the catholic who
so far conformed as to attend Anglican services was now further
required to receive the sacrament there or pay a ruinous fine.
Moreover an' oath of allegiance might be imposed, whose
refusal incurred the penalties of praemunire, imprisonment for
life, and confiscation of property. The oath demanded the
recognition of the sovereign as lawful and rightful king, the re-
pudiation of the papal claim to depose heretical princes, the
promise to assist the king in case of rebellion caused by a papal
sentence of deposition, and denunciation of the doctrine that
princes, being excommunicated, can be deposed or murdered,
or that subjects can be absolved from their oath of allegiance.
The second act reinforced an Elizabethan act, and provided
that recusants, except those engaged in business or trade, should
depart from the City of London and a ten-mile compass thereof,
and should be confined to a fixed abode, whence they could
not travel more than five miles without licence from the privy
council.1 .
This completed the penal laws affecting catholics, so far as
the early Stuarts were concerned. For the most part they were
enforced only fitfully and intermittently. Generally speaking,
their enforcement coincided with the meeting of parliament.
For example, in 1604, 1606, and 1610—years in which there
were parliamentary sessions—proclamations for the banishment
of missionary priests or for the execution of the penal laws were
issued.2 The extreme penalty of death was enforced in a corre-
spondingly spasmodic manner. The total number of Roman
catholics executed for their faith during 1603-60 was under
sixty. Of these, eight were laymen and the rest came in equal
proportions from the regular and from the secular priests.
Rather more than half the executions took place from 1603 to
1625. There were only two in Charles I's reign until the meet-
ing of the Long Parliament, when about twenty priests were
put to death during 1641-7. There was one victim under the
1	Tanner, Constitutional Documents of the Reign of James /, pp. 94-104.
2	See Tudor and Stuart Proclamations,nos. 981,1034,1093,

